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530 REVIEWS OF BOOKS 

"The Geology of Cottonwood and Jackson Counties" in volume 
one of the Final Report of the Minnesota Geological and Natural 
History Survey. Another passage, quoted, descriptive of the 
Sioux Indians, is thus tantalizingly introduced, "The subjoined 
account was written of them [the Sioux] long years before they 
had caused the pioneers of the Northwest so much trouble in their 
warfare." Omissions and obscurities of this sort could and should 
be avoided. 

The work contains a number of excellent contributed articles, 
of which C. W. Gillam's account of the "Windom City Schools" 
deserves especial mention. Some of the other material included, 
such as the chapter on "Related State History" and Dr. Asa W. 
Daniels' "Reminiscences of the Little Crow Uprising," has been 
used before in other county histories published by the Bowen 
Company. The reprinting of this material is probably justifiable, 
but the reader should have been apprised of the fact that Bene- 
dict Juni's account of his seven weeks' captivity among the 
Indians has been printed many times before. Numerous interest- 
ing stories and unusual bits of history serve to offset the instruc- 
tive but uninteresting lists of names. For example, the account 
of the two stolen townships which were once a part of Cotton- 
wood County and are now included in Brown County reveals an 
uncommon situation. Of more than local interest are stories of 
the "grasshopper scourge" of 1873-77. To outsiders and 
students of history a somewhat fuller treatment of such subjects 
as the Mennonites and the Cottonwood County Immigration 
Society would have been acceptable. 

Franklin F. Holbrook 

Proceedings of the Mississippi Valley Historical Association for 
the Year 1914-15. Volume 8. Edited by Milo M. Quaife, 
superintendent of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin. 
(Cedar Rapids, Iowa, the Torch Press, 1916. 361 p.) 

The volume opens with an account of the eighth annual meeting 
of the association, held at New Orleans, April 22-27, 1915, in 
which are embodied a number of committee reports presented 
at that meeting. The committee on administration of historical 
societies reported that a large amount of information had been 
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collected, and recommended the preparation of an elaborate 
report "indicating the most generally successful form of organiza- 
tion for a historical society, giving in detail the reasons for and 
against the various features suggested." The report of the com- 
mittee on historic sites advocated the development in each state 
of "a central agency for the creation of state parks and reserves 
and for the preservation and marking of historic sites, this agency 
to be vested by law with general supervision of this entire field 
and receive such state aid as may be deemed adequate." 

The report of the secretary-treasurer on the work of the asso- 
ciation for the year, which follows, contains an account of the 
dinner held in Chicago on December 28, 1914, and of the joint 
conference with the American Historical Association on Decem- 
ber 31. This is followed by a comprehensive report of the com- 
mittee on the establishment of departments of state history in 
state universities. This committee made a thorough investigation 
of the existing situation, and its report contains lists of courses 
in regional and state history offered by such institutions through- 
out the country. Among the conclusions reached are these : that 
"the formation of a distinct teaching department of state history 
in our state universities is not desirable" ; that "it is possible and 
desirable for most departments of history in state universities to 
offer at least one course in which the history of the state may be 
studied, even by undergraduates" ; and that such departments 
"should assume a special, though by no means an exclusive, obli- 
gation to foster research in the history of their own common- 
wealths and to utilize those materials which lie nearest at hand." 

Eighteen addresses and papers read at the meetings of the year 
are printed in full. Of greatest interest to students of Minne- 
sota history is "Joseph Reynolds and the Diamond Jo Line 
Steamers, 1862-1911," by George B. Merrick, which contains a 
wealth of information about steamboating on the upper Missis- 
sippi. "The Agrarian History of the United States as a Subject 
for Research," by William J. Trimble, contains many valuable 
suggestions ; and a variety of ways in which historical museums 
can be turned to good account, especially in teaching, are brought 
out by Edward C. Page in "How the Museum of History 
Works." 

S. J. B. 



